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Bird Migration 

By J.B. Miles 

Bird migration in Ontario for the 
average person occurs in the spring 
and fall but to the avid naturalist or 
"birder", this is not true. Migration to 
some extent extends throughout the 
year with peak periods for the various 
species occurring within certain time 
frames. 

In late January and early February 
the Homed Larks become noticeable 
along the road sides as they move 
north to the breeding grounds. By late 
February the crow flocks become 
more frequent as they move north. 
During the warm spells near late 
February various ducks start arriving 
where ever open water occurs. At this 
time the cry of the Killdeer may be 
heard as well as the first Red-winged 
Blackbird. An early Woodcock is 
likely to be performing its courtship 
flight in the evening along an open 
creek. 

By the 10th of March, most years, 
weather permitting, along the Lake 
Erie shoreline and to a lesser extent 


the Lake Ontario shoreline, large 
numbers of waterfowl, ducks, geese 
and swans are arriving. Large flocks 
of blackbirds wheel over the marshes 
to feed on last year's com in the 
adjoining com fields. The song of the 
Song Sparrow can be heard from the 
sheltered creek bottoms. The Hawk 
watchers have already started 
manning the Beamer Point Hawk 
watch station. 

Around the 20th of March the 
first Tree Swallows and Eastern 
Phoebes return along with the 
Northern Flicker and the Fox 
Sparrow. The odd Pine Warbler and 
Yellow-rumped Warbler can occur at 
this time. By the end of March the 
fi.-'rf of the shoraWrHs 
with Greater Yellowlegs, Pectoral 
Sandpipers and American Golden 
Plover making appearances. 

As April progresses, the numbers 
of sparrows such as Chipping 
Sparrows around suburban homes and 
Savannah Sparrows in the hay field 
arrive in numbers. By the 20th, 
thewoods are full of the sweet "O 
Canada, Canada, Canada," call of the 
White-throated Sparrow. All the 


swallows are back by this time and a 
few early warblers can be found at 
Long Point and Point Pelee. 
Meanwhile most of the swans and 
diving ducks have departed for then- 
breeding grounds further north. 

May is when the jewels of the 
bird world return with the peak 
between May 10th and 20th. The 
Orioles, Tanagers, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks, and around 30 species of 
warblers as well as other species, fill 
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the woodlots before they are lost in 
the emerging green of the new leaves. 
On the mud flats numerous species of 
shorebirds feed in mixed flocks before 
moving onwards to their breeding 
grounds in the high Arctic. 

Early June brings the end of the 
small land bird migration; which is 
hardly noticeable with the full canopy 
of the woods but good size flocks of 

Migration to some 
extent, extends 
throughout the year 

migrating shorebirds can still be 
found on the mud flats until the 
middle of the month. By the 25th of 
June the first of the Lesser 
Yellowlegs can be found on the mud 
flats on their way south. It has been a 
short summer! 

By early July the fall shorebird 
migration is in full flight as the adult 
shorebirds move south. Yellow 
Warblers and the small flycatchers 
such as Yellow-bellied and Least 
Flycatchers begin moving south. By 
the end of July the build up of Bank 
Swallows along Lake Erie may 
produce flocks of 5/20,000 birds. 
Roosting flocks on the sands of Long 
Point may cover 5/10 acres. 

Beginning in August the young 
shorebirds start to make their 
appearance on the mud flats. In the 
woods the local flocks of Chickadees 
are joined by several species of 
warblers and vireos who forage 
during the day before migrating at 
night. Swainson's Thrushes start 
showing up at the bird banding 
stations. By late August large 
numbers of Eastern Kingbirds are 
along the Lake Erie shoreline while 


the numbers of Bam and other 
swallows have decreased. 

By around the 10th of September, 
the Eastern Kingbirds have almost 
entirely disappeared along with most 
of the small flycatchers and Yellow 
Warblers. Large flocks of warblers, 
vireos and thrushes can be found in 
the woods at this time. By the middle 
of the month White-throated 
Sparrows, Northern Juncos and 
Kinglets are starting to arrive while 
overhead the mass movement of 
Sharp-shinned and Broad-winged 
Hawks can be seen along the Lake 
Ontario and Lake Erie shorelines. 

Early October brings large flocks 
of Yellow-rump ed Warblers to the 
hedge rows where the elusive Orange- 
crowned Warbler can sometimes be 
found in the goldenrod. Most of the 
Blue-winged Teal have left the 
marshes for South America but a 
carefhl search of the cattails may 
produce a Sharp-tailed Sparrow. The 
woods are alive with both Ruby and 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, White- 
throated Sparrows and Hermit 
Thrushes. Late October brings large 
numbers of Dunlins to the mud flats 
and an early Snow Bunting may be 
seen. The first of the Snowy Owls 
may occur along the waterfront while 
the "Arctic" breeding Canada Geese 
are flying south. The northern hawks 
such as Goshawk and Rough-legged 
Hawks, as well as Golden Eagles, can 
be seen at the hawk watch stations. 

By early November, large 
numbers of Tree Sparrows have 
arrived from their tree line breeding 
grounds. Winter finches such as 
Redpolls and Pine Grosbeaks may 
occur at this time. The last of the 


shorebirds move out as the marshes 
start to freeze. The diving ducks, 
loons and grebes move south as the 
northern lakes start to freeze. The 
build up of gulls, which may reach 
100,000 of over 12 species, takes 
place along the Niagara River. 

Depending upon the weather, 
some migration continues well into 
December and sometimes into early 
January if we have a mild December. 
Good size flocks of blackbirds are 
present along the Lake Erie shoreline 
well into December and are often 
recorded on the Christmas Bird 
Counts. These flocks usually 
disappear by early January. A 
noticeable movement of Red-tailed 
Hawks, Red-shouldered Hawks and 
Northern Harriers occurs when heavy 
snowfalls occur around Christmas. 
Within a month, the migration cycle 
will start again with the first Homed 
Larks. ® 


CONSERVATION: 

How what you eat affects the 
environment 

By Karen Pettit 

For over 75 years, the Hamilton 
Naturalists’ Club has been a strong 
local force in the drive to better our 
environment. As the new year begins, 
and many of us are resolving to 
improve our personal habits to help 
the planet, we should consider our 
diet. Eating low on the food chain is 
suggested for those committed to 
improving our environment (Earth 
Works Group, 1989). More and more 
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people are eliminating or decreasing 
the amounts of animal products in 
their diet for reasons of health, the 
environment, world hunger, 
economics, religion, animal rights, 
and ethics. 


Even a modified 
vegetarian diet can help 
conserve earth's 
resources 


Consider: the water needed to 
produce a day's food for a person 
eating the average North American 
diet is over 4,000 gallons; a lacto-ovo 
(egg and dairy eating) vegetarian, 
1,200 gallons; and a vegan (pure 
vegetarian), only 300 gallons 
(Robbins, 1987). The land needed to 
produce a year's food for a person 
eating the average North American 
diet is three and one quarter acres; to 
feed a vegan for one year, only one 
half acre is needed (Robbins, 1992). 
The results of the large amounts of 
resources needed to produce the 
average North American diet for the 
large numbers of average North 
Americans can be devastating to our 
environment. They range from 
depletion of the tropical rain-forest to 
produce more grazing land for cattle; 
decimation of our own forests for the 
same end; a call for elimination of 
one of the few remaining populations 
of Wood Bison that may pose a 
disease risk to the nearby beef 
industry; increased soil compaction, 
erosion and silt build-up in 
watercourses; increased rates of 
desertification and drastic drops in 


water table levels (especially in the 
west); and even an increase in green¬ 
house gasses produced by large 
numbers of ruminant livestock. 

While complete vegetarianism 
may not be for everyone, even small 
shifts in diet can help. It is estimated 
that if Americans alone were to 
reduce their meat consumption by just 
10%, the grain saved would be 
enough to feed sixty-million people 
(Robbins, 1992); this would also 
mean a considerable savings in the 
resources needed to produce this meat 
in a country where one third of the 
total amount of all raw material used 
for all purposes is used in the 
production of meat, dairy and eggs 
(Robbins, 1987). The situation in 
Canada is unlikely to be much 
different. Thus, even small 

water needed to 
produce a day's food 
for average diet is 
4,000 gallons 

changes such as eating vegetarian one 
day a week or one week per month, 
may help to bring about change. I 
urge you to explore the exciting 
culinary options open to you, and to 
investigate the environmental and 
other reasons for reducing meat 
consumption. The books listed below, 
and several vegetarian cookbooks will 
be on display at the conservation table 
in January and February. Please do 
not hesitate to approach me or one of 
the other members of the conservation 
committee if you have any questions 
or require further information. ® 


References and Suggested Readings: 

Earth Works Group. 1989. 50 

Simple Things You Can Do to 
Save the Earth . Earthworks 
Press, Berkeley, CA USA. 96 pp. 
Suggestions for an 
environmentally friendlier 
lifestyle. 

Lappe, F.M. 1971 (rev. 1982). Diet 
for a Small Planet . Ballantine 
Books. 

Watershed publication from early 
seventies; emphasis on 
environmental consequences of 
diet. 

Melina, V., R.D., B. Davis, R.D., and 
V. Harrison, R.D. 1994. 
Becoming Vegetarian . 
MacMillan Canada, Toronto, ON. 

262 pp. 

New book by Canadian dieticians; 
emphasis on health aspects of diet 
and how to incorporate 
vegetarianism into a modem 
lifestyle. Recipes. 

Robbins, J. 1987. Diet for a New 
Planet . Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 
Toronto, ON. 423 pp. 

From Baskin-Robbins heir; 
emphasis on ethical 
considerations, animal welfare 
and modern agricultural 
practices. 

Robbins, J. 1992. Diet for a New 
World: Mav All be Fed . Avon 
Books, New York, NY USA. 
415 pp. 

Emphasis on health, lifestyle 
changes. Recipes. 
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Noteworthy Bird Records 


By Rob Dobos 

Number of species recorded to June 30, 1994 - 258. For underlined species or dates a written documentation is required by the 
Hamilton Bird Records Committee. 


Observers: Alf Adamo (AA), Linda Burr (LB), Barb Charlton (BC), Peter Coo (PC), Dave Copeland (DC), Jim Cram (JC), Hugh 
Currie (HC), Robert Curry (RC), Rob Dawson (RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), Jim Dowall (JD), Bruce Duncan (BD), Gavin Edmonstone 
(GE), Alf Epp (AE), Kathleen Gardiner (KG), Carl Hamann (CH), Karen Holmes (KH), Mark Jennings (MJ), Mike Bang (MK), John 
Lamey (JL), Bill Lamond (BL), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Bruce Mackenzie (BM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), 
George Meyers (GM), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), John Olmsted (JO), Magne Osteras (MO), Rose Peterson (RP), Paul Rose 
(PR), Jack Ryan (JR), Dan Salisbury (DS), Ian Smith (IS), Janet Snaith (JSn), Rick Snider (RSn), Robert Stamp (RSt), Mike Street 
(MS), Gerry Whitworth (GW), Sarah Wood (SW), Brian Wylie (BW), Bob Yukich (BY), Many Observers (m.obs.). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the migration 
HSA-Hamilton Study Area 


Plumages, etc.: 

m. -male 
f. -female 

ad. -adult 
imm. -immature 
juv. -juvenile 

1st spr. -first spring 
1st sum. -first summer 
2nd sum. -second summer 
terr. -territorial 


Counties/Regions: 

Brant [5/?] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [HN] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [MJ] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WT\ 

Wellington [WL] 


APRIL, MAY, JUNE 1994 

Red-throated Loon: Birds counted from Woodland Cemetery [HW\ included: 10 -Apr 1 F (RC.JO); 2 -Apr 3 (KM,BL) 30 -Apr 9 
(RC); 103 -Apr 10 (RC,RD et a!.), 30 -Apr 12 (MS), 19 -Apr 15 L (RC;PR). 

Common Loon: On Apr 1 *, five were at Woodland Cemetery (RC et al), two were over Highland Gardens Park [HW\ (RDw), and 
one was at Beamer C.A. [MJ] (MS); 40 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 10 (RC.RD et al.); two were at Mountsberg C.A. [HW/WL] 
May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN); 27 were on the Burlington Lakeshore [HL] May 25 (RD); two ad. were on Lake Ontario off Clarkson [PL] 
Jun 5 (KM); one ad. was off Grimsby [MJ] Jun 19 (KM), one was off Confederation Park [HW] Jun 17-23 (DL.GL); one was past 
CCIW [/ft] Jun 29 L (RD). 

Pied-billed Grebe: One was at the Foreman Rd Wetland [HW] Apr 17 (KM), and two terr. were there Apr 18-on (RD); three were at 
Valens C.A. [HW] Apr 19 (RD); one terr. was at Grass Lake [WT] May 21 (RD); one was at Smithville Sewage Ponds [MJ] May 23 
(KM); one was at Tollgate Ponds [HW] May 28 L (ICM). 

Horned Grebe: 55 were off 4th Line, Oakville [HL] Apr 5 (MK); four were at Burlington Beach Canal [HL] Apr 5 (RD); two off 
Woodland Cemetery Apr 9-10 were displaying (RC.RD et al.); four were off Woodland Cemetery Apr 17 (KM); two were off 
Shoreacres [HL] May 28-Jun 2 (KM et al. ;RD). 

Red-necked Grebe: One-six were off Woodland Cemetery Apr 1-10 (RC et al); an amazing 417 were off 4th Line, Oakville Apr 5 
(MK); 160 were off 3rd Line, Oakville [HL] Apr 9 (MK); 12 were off Shoreacres Apr 18 (RD), and 15 were there May 29 including a 
copulating pair (KM et al); three were off Rattray Marsh [PL] Jun 5 (KM). 

BROWN PELICAN: A bird was reported on Hamilton Bay off the Dofasco Docks [HW] around May 10 * (GW fide GM); this would 
be the second record for the HSA (the first was by George North on die Bay near the Burlington Beach Canal on 28 August 1937). 
Interestingly, a bird later appeared at Port Dover and Long Point Bay from May 31-Jun 3, seen by many observers. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Numbers at Tollgate Ponds [HW] increased rapidly with 60 -Apr 4 (RD,BC), 150 -Apr 5 (RD), 250 -Apr 
9 (RC); seven were over Morriston [WL] Apr 10 (RD.BC); 10 were at Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD); two nests were found at Mountsberg 
C.A. May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN), likely the first nesting away from the Great Lakes shoreline in southwestern Ontario. 

American Bittern: One was over QEW & Grays Rd [HW] Apr 23 * (RD,BC); one was at Berry C.A. [HW] Apr 26 (BW); one terr. 
was SW of Coopers & Safari Rds [HW] May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN); one terr. was at RR 552 S of Gore Rd [HW] Jun 9,10 (RD;MS). 
Great Egret: One was at Bronte Marsh [HL] Apr 6 * (GE fide HC); one flew past Beamer C.A. Apr 15 (NPH). 

SNOWY EGRET: One was N of Grassie [MJ] May 15*-21 (RC;m.obs.). 
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Green Heron: Two were at Cone 4, Millgrove [HW] (RC), and one was at Copetown Bog East [HW] (DL.GL.CH) Apr 30 ♦. 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: One was over Westdale [HW] Apr I * (RDw); three ad. were at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] Apr 3 
(KM); eight ad. were at Shoreacres Apr 8, and 18 were there Apr 18 (RD); six were at Tollgate Ponds Apr 9 (RC). 

Tundra Swan: On Apr 1, 270 were at Woodland Cemetery (RC.JO et al), 53 were at Dundas Marsh [HW] (BW), 15 were over 
Highland Gardens Park (RDw), and 14 were as Beamer C.A. (GM); on Apr 3, 30 were at Bronte (MJ), 70 were at Woodland Cemetery 

(RC) , five were at Hwy 8 near Rockton [HW] (KM,BL), and 36 were at Cone 5 W of Millgrove [HW] (KM,BL); 20 were over the E 
End of the Bay [HW] Apr 4 (RD,BC); 24 were at Valens C.A. Apr 9 (RD.BC); one was at Smithville Sewage Ponds [MJ] Apr 10 (RC 
et al.)' 12 imm. were at Valens C.A. Apr 17-19 (KM;RD); one imm. was at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 [HW] May 17 L (RD). 
GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: One was over Highland Gardens Park Apr 9 * (RDw). 

Snow Goose: One white morph at Princess Point [HW] Apr 9 (RC) had wintered; one blue morph was at Burlington G&CC [HL] May 
6 (RD); one blue morph was at CCIW Jun 22-30. and one white morph was there Jun 24 (RD). 

Bar-headed Goose: An escapee was at Tollgate Ponds May 23 and at PetroCanada Pier [HL] May 28 (KM). 

Wood Duck: Five were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1 (RC et al.); six were at Dundas Marsh May 28 (RD et al). 

Green-winged Teal: 24 were at Middletown Rd N of Cone 4 [HW] Apr 9 (RC); 30 were at Windermere Basin [HW] and 10 were at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds (MJ] Apr 16 (RD et a!.)- 40 were at Valens C.A. Apr 19 (RD); 14 were at Woodhill Rd S of Hwy 5 Apr 22 

(RD) ; up to four were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 22-Jun 19 (RD et al. ' KM); one m. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds’Jun 4-on 
(KM); two m.,one f. were at Windermere-Basin Jun 19-25 (KM). 

Northern Pintail: About 75 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1 (RC et al.)', birds at Windermere Basin included: eight on Apr 16 (RD 
et al.), two m. on May 22-Jun 4 (RD,KM et al), one pair Jun 5 (KM), three f. Jun 18 (KM), and one f.,two juv. on Jun 26 (KM) 
indicating successful breeding. 

Blue-winged Teal: Ten were at Dundas Marsh Apr 3 (KM); 9 were at Woodhill Rd Apr 18 (RD); eight were off the Burlington 
Beachstrip [HL] Apr 19 (RD). 

Northern Shoveler: 40 were at Dundas Marsh Apr 3 (KM); two were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN); birds at 
Windermere Basin included: 17 m. and another pair on May 29 (KM et al), 11 m. on Jun 4 (KM), one f.,two juv. on Jun 11 (AE) 
indicating successful breeding, and nine on Jun 26 (KM). 

American Wigeon: 30 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1 (RC et al.), 17 were at Valens C.A. Apr 19 (RD), and one was there May 
22-29 (RD.RC et al), one was at Tollgate Ponds Jun 4 (KM); four were at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 5 (KM); two were at Windermere 
Basin Jun 19 (KM). 

Canvasback: Five were at Tollgate Ponds Apr 5 (RD); 10 were off Woodland Cemetery Apr 8 (RD,JC,JO); one f. was at Tollgate 
Ponds Apr 28 L (RD). 

Redhead: Five were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 16 (RD et al), and a pair were there May 23 (KM); five were at Valens C.A. Apr 
19 (RD); one m. was at Windermere Basin Jun 4-11 (KM). 

Ring-necked Duck: 20 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1 (RC et al); 27 were at Foreman Rd Wetland Apr 18 (RD); 40 were at 
Valens C.A. Apr 19 (RD); four m.,two f. were at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 5 (KM); one m. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 12-26 
(KM;RD). 

Greater Scaup: Up to 14 were off Shoreacres May 25-on (KM;RD); one f. was at Tollgate Ponds Jun 18 (KM). 

Lesser Scaup: About 1500 were on the N Shore of the Bay [HW] Apr 1 (RD et al); seven m. were at Windermere Basin May 23-Jun 
19 (KM); one m. was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 4 (KM); one m. was at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 5 (KM). 

Oldsquaw: One m. was off Hunter Rd, Grimsby [M3] Jun 23 (RD). 

Surf Scoter: One m.,two f. were off 4th Line, Oakville Apr 5 (MK); six m.,seven f. were off the Burlington Beachstrip Apr 19 L 
(RD). 

White-winged Scoter: About 100 were off Fifty Point C.A, [MJ] Apr 16 (RD et al.). 

Common Goldeneye: One 1st sum, m. was off Shoreacres Jun 2 (RD). 

Bufflehead: 325 were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 16 (RD et al); one m. was at Tollgate Ponds May 23 (KM); one f. was at 
Windermere Basin May 23-Jun 12 (KM); one f. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 23 (KM); nine were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds 
May 22,23 (RD,KM et al); one m. was at Mountsberg C.A. May 22-Jun 26 (RD et al). 

Hooded Merganser: Seven were at Valens C.A, Apr 5 (RD); three were off Woodland Cemetery Apr 9 (RC); one f. was at Kemp Rd 
& 40 Mile Cr [MJ] May 16 (RD); one f. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Jun 19 (KM). 

Common Merganser: Two m. were in the Bay near the Hydro Islands [HW] Jun 24 (RD). 

Red-breasted Merganser: Five were off Shoreacres Jun 2 (RD); two were off Rattray Marsh Jun 5 (KM)- two were off Fifty Rd 
[HW] Jun 12 (KM). 
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Ruddy Duck: Four m. were at Tollgate Ponds Apr 4 (RD,BC), and 10 were there Apr 7 (RD); 12 were at the East End of the Bay 
Apr 16 (KM et al); one m. was at Tollgate Ponds May 6 (RD); one m. was at Mountsberg C.A. Jun 5 (KM), and four m were there 
Jun 26 (RD). 

BLACK VULTURE: One was over Fifty Point C.A. May 31 * (BM). 

Turkey Vulture: A total of 3189 were counted at Beamer between Mar 9-May 13, a new record high count (NPH). 

Osprey: A total of 68 were counted at Beamer C.A., including nine on Apr 14 and 14 on Apr 15 (NPH); one-two were at Woodland 
Cemetery Apr 5-22 (m.obs.). 

AMERICAN SWALLQW-TAILED KITE: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 15 * (PR,NPH); this is the first record for Beamer and the 
HS A. 

Bald Eagle: A total of 17 were counted at Beamer C.A. in Apr-May, including 6 -Apr 4, 2 -May 11, 1 -May 12 L (NPH). 

Northern Harrier: High counts at Beamer included 16 on Apr 15 and 14 on Apr 26 (NPH). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: High counts at Beamer C.A. included 1285 on Apr 15 and 857 on Apr 26 (NPH). 

Cooper’s Hawk: High counts at Beamer C.A. included: 15 -Apr 4, 38 -Apr 15, 13 -Apr 26 (NPH); one was near Caledonia [HN] May 
14 (MS); one terr. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley [HW] May 18,22 (RD et al.)- one ad. was at Hwy 2 near Tiffany Falls C.A. [HW] 
May 29 (BD,JSn); one terr. was at Hyde Tract [HW] Jun 3 (RD). 

Northern Goshawk: A total of 46 were counted at Beamer C.A. in Apr-May (NPH); one was at Mountain Ave, Hamilton [HW] Apr 2 
(RDw); a terr. pair were at Beamer in Apr (raobs.). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: Late migrants at Beamer included one May 9 and one ad. May 11 (described as being a melanistic bird) 
(GM.NPH). 

Broad-winged Hawk: Birds at Beamer C.A. included: 2 -Apr 14 *, 634 - Apr 15, 428 -Apr 26 (NPH); one imm. was at Martins Rd 
Dundas Valley May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN) and through Jun-Jul (RC), 

SWAINSON'S HAWK: Singles were reported at Beamer C.A. on Apr 15 * and Apr 25 (GM.NPH). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A "Krider's" was reported at 6th Rd E & Highland Rd [HW] Apr 15 (MS). 

Rough-legged Hawk: A max. of eight were counted at Beamer C.A. Apr 15 (NPH); the last was there Apr 30 L (NPH). 

Golden Eagle: Single birds at Beamer C.A. were on Apr 25, Apr 28 and May 10 L (NPH). 

Merlin: One at St. George St, Brantford [ BR ] Apr 1 (BL) was likely wintering; a total of 21 were counted at Beamer C.A. in Apr- 
May, including three on Apr 15, four on Apr 20 and one May 11 L (NPH). 

Peregrine Falcon: Birds at Beamer C.A. included: 1 - Apr 10 F, 1 -Apr 13, 2 -Apr 25 (NPH); one was at Dundas Hydro Pond May 11 
(BW). 

Gray Partridge: One was reported at Powerline Rd, Jerseyville [ HW] Jun 26 (fide HC). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One was at Valens C.A. Apr 5 (RD); one was at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Apr 16 (RD et al). 

Wild Turkey: One terr. m. was at Rockton Tract [HW] May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN); a terr. pair were present at Hopkins Tract, RBG 
[HW] through May-June, and a nest with 18 eggs was found Jun 23 (JA), providing the first nest record for Hamilton-Wentworth. 
Virginia Rail: Three were at Copetown Bog East Apr 30 * (DL.GL.CH); one was at McLean School Rd W of Hwy 24 [BR] May 21 
(RD); one was at Puslinch Cone 2 [WL] Jun 26 (RD,BC) 

Sora: One was at Safari Rd Wetland [HW] May 13 * (MS); one was at McLean School Rd W of Hwy 24 May 21 (RD); one was at 
Branchton Wetland [WT] May 21 (RD); one was at Beverly Swamp May 22 (BW); one was at Dundas Marsh May 28 (RD et al.). 
Common Moorhen: Birds at Foreman Rd Wetland included: one on Apr 18 * (RD), three on Apr 30 (RC), two terr. May 22-on (RD 
et al); one terr. was at Grass Lake May 21 (RD). 

American Coot: One was at LaSalle Marina [HW] Apr 1 (RC et al); one was at Van Wagners Ponds Apr 26 (RD); one was at 
Smithville Sewage Ponds Jun 4 (KM). 

Sandhill Crane: The pair were at Grass Lake Apr 1-on (RD,BC,LB); one was at Beamer C.A. Apr 2 (RD et al.), and one was also 
there Apr 24 (NPH); two were over Morriston Apr 16 (RD,BC); one was at Turner Tract, Halton County Forest [HL] Jun 5 (AA et al). 
Black-bellied Plover: One was over Main St W, Hamilton [HW] May 29 * (RD). 

Semipalmated Plover: One was at Windermere Basin and two were at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 15 * (RC); one was at 
Windermere Basin Jun 11 L (KM). 

Greater Yellowlegs: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 1 * (m.obs.); two were at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet [HW] Apr 3 (JC); birds at Woodhill 
Rd included. 2 -Apr 4 (RC), 22 - Apr 17 (KM), 27 -Apr 18 (RD); six were at Smithville Sewage Ponds and five were at Dundas Marsh 
Apr 17 (RDw,MO); 12 were at Cone 5 & Middletown Rd [HW] Apr 30 (RC); one was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 22 L 
(RD,BC,BL,GN). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Seven were at Woodhill Rd Apr 10 * (PR), and eight were there May 4 (RD); three were at Cone 5 & Middletown 
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Rd Apr 30 (RC); one was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 23 L (KM); three ad. were at Windermere Basin Jun 25 F (KM). 

Solitary Sandpiper: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 17*-23 (MO,RDw et a/.); one was at Hendrie Valley [HL] Apr 28 
(RC); one was at Bronte Apr 29 (MJ); two were at Cone 5 & Middletown Rd Apr 30 (RC). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Three were at Glen Morris [52?] Apr 9 * (BL). 

Upland Sandpiper: Nine were at 11th Rd E [HW] Apr 17 * (RSn.RSt), seven were there Apr 20 (RD), and six were there Apr 23 
(RD,BC); four were at 10th Rd E & Mud St Apr 23 (KM,PR;MK) and May 1 (RDw,MO). 

Whimbrel: One was at LaSalle Marina May 27 * (RD el al.). 

Marbled Godwit: One was at Windermere Basin May 8 * (DS). 

Ruddy Turnstone: One was at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 * (RC); up to three were at LaSalle Marina May 16-30 (RD;BW); seven were 
at Tollgate Ponds May 23 (KM); three were at E End of the Bay Jun 4 L (KM). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 15 * (RC); 60 were at Windermere Basin May 29 (KM et al), 
and on Jun 4 L 70 were there and 30 were at LaSalle Marina (KM). 

Least Sandpiper: One was at Smithville Seawge Ponds Apr 23 * (KM,PR et al); two were at Smithville Sewage Ponds and two were 
at Windermere Basin May 23 L (KM). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: One was reported from Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 29 * (MK); three were at Windermere Basin and 
one was at Tollgate Ponds May 29 L (KM et al). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: 25 were at Hwy 2 near Alberton [HW] Apr 2 * (BL.KG); 80 were at Woodland Cemetary Apr 16 (KM,BL,PR); 
30 were at Woodhill Rd Apr 17 (KM); about 200 were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 23 (RD et al). 

Dunlin: Two were at Windermere Basin Apr 10 * (KM), four were at Valens C.A. Apr 19 (RD); 20 were at LaSalle Marina May 22 
(RD,BC,BL,GN); 12 were at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 23 (KM); 100 were at Windermere Basin May 29 and 10 were there Jun 4 
L (KM), 

Ruff: One m. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 23*-29 (MKBY et al.). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 23 * (KM); one griseus was at Windermere Basin May 29 (KM et 
al). 

Common Snipe: 11 were at 10th Rd E Apr 3 (JC); six were at 10th Rd E & Mud St Apr 21 (DL.GL). 

Wilson's Phalarope: One m. was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 22 * (RD,BC,BL,GN). 

Parasitic Jaeger: Rarely seen in spring in Ontario, one dark morph adult was seen off Guelph Line. Burlington [HL] Mav 22 * 
(BD.JSn). ' ‘ 

Little Gull: One 1st sum. was at Windermere Basin Jun 11 * (KM). 

Bonaparte's Gull: 22 were at McCollum Rd [HW] Apr 17 (KM); 87 were at the West End of the Bay Apr 29 (RD); 200 were at 
Dundas Marsh May 3 (RDw); up to 10 1st sum. were at Windermere Basin May 22-Jun 19 (RD.KM et al); 30 1st sum. were off 
Burlington Lakeshore May 29 (KM et al); up to eight were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds Jun 4-26 (KM;RD). 

Iceland Gull: One was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1 L (RC et al). 

Glaucous Gull: One-three were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 1-10 (RC et al); one was at Bronte Apr 6 (MJ); a late bird was on the 
Bay Jun 4 L (KM). 

Caspian Tern: One was early at Tollgate Ponds Apr 5 * (RD); 55 were at McCollum Rd Apr 17 (KM); two were at Little Lake [WL] 
Apr 28 (RD); 12 were at Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD). 

Common Tern: Three were off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 16 * (BC,RD et al.). 

Forster's Tern: Birds at Woodland Cemetery included: one 2nd sum. on Apr 8*-9 (RC.KM), one on Apr 11 (MS), one ad. on Apr 14 
(RC,JD); one was off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 16 (KM,RD et al.); one was over Brock St, Dundas [HW] Apr 20 (BW). 

Black Tern: One was at Valens C.A. May 12 * (BD); one was at Van Wagners Ponds [HW] May 22 (BW); 2 were at Smithville 

Sewage Ponds May 23 (KM); 2 were at Shoreacres Jun 2 (RD). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: One was at Hyde Tract May 22 * (RD,BC,BL,GN). 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo: One was at Cone 6 W of RR 552 [HW] May 29 * (MS). 

Snowy Owl: Two were on the West End of the Bay Apr 1-2 (RD,BC et al,); one remained at Fifty Point C.A. to Apr 12 L (BM). 

Short-eared Owl: One was at PetroCanada Pier Apr 3 (MJ); one was off Fifty Point C.A. Apr 16 L (PR,RD et al.). 

Common Nighthawk: One was over Brock St, Dundas May 22 * (BW); one was over Hostein Dr, Ancaster May 25 * (RC). 
Whip-poor-will: One terr. was at Hyde Tract May 22 * (RD,BC,BL,GN). 

Chimney Swift: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 15 * (PR et al). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: One was at Garden Gallery Greenhouse, Dundas Apr 27 * (BW). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: One was at Beamer C.A. May 9 * (GM); one was near Kirkwall [HW] May 18 (BD) and on Jun 4 
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(RD,BC). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One m. was at Beamer C.A. May 4 (GM); one was at Dundas Valley C.A. May 8 (BWi: one was at 
Lemonville Rd [HL] May 31 (RD). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One was at Burloak Woods [HL] Apr 6 F (MJ); one m. was at Kingsway Dr, Burlington [HL] May 25 L 
(KH). 

Black-backed Woodpecker; The m, near Rattray Marsh remained to Apr 13 L (fide HC). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One was at Dundas Marsh Apr 1,9 (BW); one was at Highland Gardens Park Apr 19 (RDw); one was at Berry 
C.A. Apr 26 (BW); one was at Foreman Rd Apr 30 (RC); two were at 8th Cone & Westover Rd [HW] May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: One was at Burloak Woods May 29 * (MJ). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: One was at Shell Park [HL] (RC) and one was at Mountain Ave, Hamilton (RDw) May 15 *. 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: One was at Shell Park May 22 * (RD,BC,BL,GN); one was at Highland Gardens Park May 23 (RDw); one 
was at Bronte May 29 L (MJ). 

Alder Flycatcher: One terr. was at Crieff Bog [WL] May 22 * (RD,BC,BL,GN); five terr. were at Beverly Swamp May 29 (RC et 
al), one terr. was at Foreman Rd N of Cone 10 [HW] May 29 (MS); one terr. was at N Dumfries Rd IE & Mill Cr [WL] May 30 
(RD); two terr. were at Gore Rd W of Valens Rd [WL] Jun 4 (RD.BC); one terr. was at RR 552 S of Gore Rd Jun 10 (MS). 

Willow Flycatcher: One was at Christie C.A. [HW] May 20 * (BW). 

Least Flycatcher: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 29 * (MJ); 12 at Shell Park May 15 (RC). 

Eastern Phoebe: Ten were at Bronte Apr 6 (MJ); 16 were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 10 (RD,RC et al.). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: One was at Van Wagners Ponds Apr 26 * (RD); one was at Burloak Woods Apr 26*-27 (MJ;BW). 

Eastern Kingbird: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds May 1 * (RDw.MO); 30 were at Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 15 (RC). 
Purple Martin: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 9 * (MS); 50 were at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 23 (RD,BC) 40 were at Fifty Point 
C.A. May 15 (RC). 

Tree Swallow: Eight were at Smithville Sewage Ponds, while still frozen, Apr 2 (RC.JO); 140 were at Bronte and 50 were off 
Appleby Line Apr 3 (MJ); about 100 were at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HW] Apr 20 (RD); about 300 were at Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD). 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Six were at Woodland Cemetery Apr 16 * (KM et al ); 10 were at Green Mt Rd Quarry Apr 20 
(RD). 

Bank Swallow: Singles were at Smithville Sewage Ponds and Desjardins Canal [HW\ Apr 17 * (RDw,MO); 50 were at Valens C A 
Apr 28 (RD). 

Cliff Swallow: One was at Shell Park Apr 21 * (MJ). 

Barn Swallow: One was at Smithville Sewage Ponds Apr 10 * (BC,RD et al.); 50 were at Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD). 

Common Raven: Singles were reported from Beamer C.A. Apr 14 (DC,JR), Apr 24 (DC.GM et al.) and Apr 25 (DC.GM), possibly 
pertaining to the same bird. 

Tufted Titmouse: One terr. m. was at Highland Gardens Park May 7 (RDw); one was at Ancaster May 16 (SW); one terr. m. was at 
Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 27-Jun 8 (RC). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: One was at Shell Park May 15 L (RC); one terr. was at Rockton Tract May 29 (RC). 

Brown Creeper: One was at Highland Gardens Park Apr 1 F (RDw). 

Carolina Wren: One was at Kingsway Dr, Burlington Mar 28 (KH); two terr, were at Shoreacres Apr 1-on (RD et al.)' one was at 
Dundas Marsh Apr 9-May 3 (BW;RD,BC;RDw); one was at Rattray Marsh Apr 16 (RD et al .); one was at Hostein Dr, Ancaster May 3 
(RC); one was at Bronte Harbour May 4 (MJ); one was at Shell Park May 15 (RC); one was at Appleby Line at the Lake May 22 
(RD,BC,BL,GN); one was at McMaster University [HW] May 28 (RD). 

House Wren: One was at Berry C.A. (BW) and one was at Burloak Woods (MJ) Apr 26 *. 

Winter Wren: One was at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) and five were at Bronte (MJ) Apr 3 F; 18 were at Bronte Apr 15 (MJ); one 
was at Highland Gardens Park May 15 L (RDw); two terr. were at Beverly Swamp May 22 (RD et al); one terr. was at Lennon Rd S 
of Gore Rd [HW] Jun 23 (RD). 

Sedge Wren: One terr. m. was at Safari & Valens Rds [HW] May 29*-Jun 30 (RC et al). 

Marsh Wren: One was at Shell Park May 1 * (MJ); four terr. were at Dundas Marsh May 28 (RD et al); two terr. were at RR 552 S 
of Gore Rd Jun 4-on (RD,BC;MS). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet; One was at Burloak Woods May 2 L (MJ); two terr. were at Kirkwall Tract [HW] May 20 (RD); one terr. 
was at Rockton Tract May 29 (RC), 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: One was at Valley Inn Apr 1 F (BW); one was at Burloak Woods May 25 L (MJ). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Two were at Beamer C.A. Apr 15*-17 (PR et al); six were at Burloak Woods Apr 29, and three nests were 
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found there May 20 (MJ); one terr. was at McLean School Rd W of Hwy 24 May 21 (RD); two terr. were at Dundas Marsh May 22-on 
(RD et al), one nest was at Middletown Rd & Spencer Creek May 29 (RC et al.); three terr. were at Beverly Swamp Jun 9 (RD) three 
terr. were at Turner Tract Jun 26 (RD,BC). ’ ’ 

Eastern Bluebird: Three were at 10th Rd E Apr 3 (JC); one was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 10 (RC.KM et al.): two were at Valens 
Rd S of 8th Cone May 22-on (RD et al). 

Veery: One was at Highland Gardens Park Apr 30 * (RDw); 2 were at Bronte May 25 L (MJ). 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: One was at Burloak Woods May 20 * and one was there May 29 L (MJ). 

Swainson's Thrush: Four were at Shell Park and two were at Fifty Point C.A. (RC) and two were at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) 
May 15 *; three were at Burloak Woods (MJ) and one was at Cone 6 W of RR 552 (MS) May 29 L. 

Hermit Thrush: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 6 F (MJ); 10 were at Van Wagners Ponds (RD) and 19 were at Burloak Woods (MJ) 
Apr 26; eight were at Highland Gardens Park Apr 30 (RDw); three were at Burloak Woods May 13 L (MJ). 

Wood Thrush: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 26 * (MJ); one was at Highland Gardens Park Apr 27 (RDw)- one was at Hendrie 
Valley Apr 28 (RC). 

Gray Catbird: One was at Hendrie Valley Apr 28 * (RC); 20 were at Shell Park and 20 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RC). 

Brown Thrasher: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 10 F (m.obs.). 

American Pipit: 23 were at Woodhill Rd Apr 3 * (RC); two were at Beverly Swamp Apr 30 L (RC). 

White-eyed Vireo: One was at Shell Park May 15 * (RC). 

Solitary Vireo: Three were at Bronte Apr 26 * (MJ); 1 was at Shell Park May 15 L (RC). 

Yellow-throated Vireo: One was at Shaver Rd N of Hwy 2 [HW] May 4 * (BL); one was at Highland Gardens Park May 8 (RDw); 
one was at Chedoke Park [HW\ May 22 (RDw); one terr. was at Middletown Rd & Spencer Cr May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN); one terr. was 
at Cone 8, Beverly Swamp May 22-on (RD et al); two terr, were at the Turner Tract Jun 26 (RD.BC). 

Warbling Vireo: Three were at Beverly Swamp Apr 30 * (RC). 

Philadelphia Vireo: One was at Shell Park May 15 * (RC); one was at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery [HL] May 16 (RD); one was at 
Woodland Cemetery May 21 (MS); one was at Highland Gardens Park May 22-24L (RDw). 

Red-eyed Vireo: One was at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) and one was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek (DL,GL) May 15 * 
Blue-winged Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 26 * (MJ). 

"LAWRENCE’S" W ARBLER: A terr. m. was N of Turner Tract Jun 5*-30 (AA et al; m obs.). 

Golden-winged Warbler: One was at Bronte Woods May 11 * (MJ). 

Tennessee Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ); one was at Beverly Swamp May 29 L (RC et al). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods May 7 * (MJ); six were at Bronte May 10 (MJ); one was at Burloak Woods 
May 11 L (MJ). 

Nashville Warbler: Two were at Bronte (MJ), and one was at Smithville Sewage Ponds (DL,GL,CH) Apr 26 *; one was on terr. at 
Valens C.A. Apr 28 (RD); 30 were at Shell Park and 10 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RC); two were at Bronte May 20 L (MJ); six 
terr. were at Beverly Swamp May 29 (RC et al); five terr. were at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 31 (RD). 

Northern Parula: One m. was at Villagewood Park, Bronte [HL] May 2 * (RD); one was at Brock St, Dundas May 17 (BW). 

Yellow Warbler: Singles were at Berry C.A. (BW), at Mountain Ave, Hamilton (RDw), and at Smithville Sewage Ponds (DL GL CH) 
Apr 26 *; 20 were at Shell Park May 15 (RC). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: One was at Highland Gardens Park May 6 * (RDw); 30 were at Shell Park and 12 were at Fifty Point C.A. 
May 15 (RC); two were at Burloak Woods May 25 L (MJ). 

Magnolia Warbler: One was at Highland Gardens Park May 9 * (RDw); 35 were at Shell Park and 15 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 
15 (RC); one was at Burloak Woods May 29 L (MJ); one terr. m. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley Jun 12 (RC). 

Cape May Warbler: One was at Northview Cr, Burlington [HL] May 9 * (MJ); 50 were at Shell Park and 10 were at Fifty Point C.A. 
May 15 (RC); one was at Burloak Woods May 22 L (BW), 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods May 6 * (MJ); 30 were at Shell Park and 10 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 
15 (RC); one was at Burloak Woods May 25 L (MJ); one terr. m. was at Dundas Valley C.A. Jun 4 (BD). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: One was at Woodland Cemetery (RDw,MO) and one was at Burloak Woods (MJ) Apr 3 *; 30 were at Van 
Wagners Ponds Apr 26 (RD); 45 were at Shell Park and 25 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RC); one was at Princess Point May 22 L 
(BW); one terr. was at Hyde Tract May 22 (RD,BC,BL,GN). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 25 * (MJ); one terr. was at Dundas Marsh May 28-on (RD et al); 
one was at Burloak Woods May 29 L (MJ); one terr. was at Crieff Bog Jun 4 (RD,BC). 

Blackburnian Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods May 7 * (MJ); two were at Bronte May 25 L (MJ), 
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Pine Warbler: One was at St. George St, Brantford Apr 19 F (BL); one was at Highland Gardens Park May 15 L (RDwV three terr 
m. were at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley through Jun-Jul (RC). 

A teiT ' m ' retUmed t0 Conc 6 WofRR 552 Ma V 20 *' on {RD;mobs.); a f, with nesting material was also seen there 
May 29 (MS) indicating that nesting likely occurred. 

Palm Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 25 * (MI); 20 were at Shell Park May 15 (RC); two were at Bronte May 20 L (MJ) 
Bay-breasted Warbler: One was at Shell Park, two were at Fifty Point C.A. (RC) and five were at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) 
May 15 *; two were at Bronte May 25 L (MJ). 


Blackpoll Warbler: One was at St. George St, Brantford May 16 * (BL), one was at McMaster University May 29 L (RD). 

Cerulean Warbler: One terr. was at Conc 8 & Valens Rd, Beverly Swamp May 22 * (BW); one terr. was at another Beverly Swamp 
location Jun 9 (RD); a terr. m, was at Turner Tract Jun 5-on (AA et al.), and a pair were there Jun 28 (LB PC) 

Black-and-white Warbler: Two were at Burloak Woods Apr 25 * (MJ); 15 were at Shell Park and 10 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 
15 (RC); two were at Burloak Woods May 20 L (MJ); two terr, were at Valens Rd S of Gore Rd [HW] May 22 (RD.BC.BL.GN); two 

terr. were at Beverly Swamp May 29 (RC et al.), one terr. was at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 31 (RD); one terr was at Crieff Boe 
Jun 4 (RD,BC). 6 


American Redstart: One was at Burloak Woods May 10 * (MJ); 40 were at Shell Park and 20 were at Fifty Point C A Mav 15 (RCV 
six were at Burloak Woods May 29 L (MJ). ' v ; 

Prothonotary Warbler: A pair were seen at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 11 * (JA). 

Worm-eating Warbler: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 26 * (MJ). 

Ovenbird: One was early at Burloak Woods Apr 2.3, * (MJ); 10 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RC); one was at Burloak Woods 
May 29 L (MJ). 


Northern Waterthrush: One was at Bronte Harbour Apr 25 * (MJ); 12 were on terr. at Beverly Swamp Apr 30 (RC)- one was at 
Shell Park May 29 L (MJ). 

Louisiana Waterthrush: One terr. was at Sulphur Springs [HW\ May 29 * (BD). 

Kentucky Warbler: One m. was at Villagewood Park, Bronte [HL] May 1 * (JL fide HC). 

Connecticut Warbler: One was at Bedford Park, Grimsby [M?] May 17 * (GM); one was at Highland Gardens Park May 23 L 
(RDw). 

Mourning Warbler: On May 22 *, one was at Burloak Woods (BW), one terr. was at Hyde Tract and one terr. was at Martins Rd 
Dundas Valley (RD,BC,BL,GN); one m. was at Highland Gardens Park May 23 (RDw); one terr. was at Dundas Valley C.A. May 29 
(RD et al), two terr. were at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 31 (RD); one terr. m. was at Merrick Field Centre Jun 5 (BD); one terr. m. 
was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley in Jun-Jul (RC). 

Common Yellowthroat: One was at Bronte Harbour May 4 * (MJ); 20 were at Shell Park and 15 were at Fifty Point C.A, May 15 
(RC); two were at Burloak Woods May 29 L (MJ). 

Hooded Warbler: A terr. m. was at Martins Rd, Dundas Valley May 18*-on (RD et al). 

Wilson's Warbler: One was at Shell Park May 11 * (MJ); one was there May 25 L (MJ). 

Canada Warbler: One was at Shell Park (RC) and one was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek (DL,GL) May 15 * two terr were at 
Beverly Swamp May 22-on (RD et al); four were at Burloak Woods May 29 L (MJ). 

Scarlet Tanager: Three were at Crooks Hollow C.A. [HW] May 12 * (BW); two m. were at Burloak Woods (BW) and one f. was at 
Highland Gardens Park (RDw) May 22 L. 

ose-breasted Grosbeak: Two were at Bronte May 2 * (MJ;RD), 
indigo Bunting: One was at Hyde Tract May 20 * (RD), 

Rufous-sided Towhee: One was on terr. at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm [HW] Apr 11 F (RD). 

American Tree Sparrow: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 27 L (BW). 

Chipping Sparrow: One was at Hostein Dr, Ancaster Apr 11 * (RC). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: One terr. was at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm May 22 * (RD,BC,BL,GN). 

Field Sparrow: One was at Hostein Dr, Ancaster Apr 3*-9 (RC), and one was at Woodland Cemetery Apr 3 * (RDw,MO); one was at 
Fifty Point C.A. May 15 L (RC). 

Vesper Sparrow: One was at Ancaster Community Centre [HW] Apr 4 * (RC); four were there Apr 10 (RC et al). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: One terr. was at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm May 4 * (RD); one was at 10th Rd E May 13 (MS); one was at 
Grimsby Sewage Ponds May 15 (RC); one was at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 28 (RDw). 

Fox Sparrow: One was at Bronte Woods (MJ) and one was at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) Apr 3 *; five were at Kelson Ave [Mr] 
Apr 16 (RD et al.); one was at Mountain Ave, Hamilton (RDw) and two were at Van Wagners Ponds (RD) Apr 26 L. 
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Lincoln's Sparrow: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 26 * (MJ); six were at Shell Park May 15 (RC), and one was there Park May 29 

^L m (RC) Parr0W: ° ne W3S ^ Hi8h!and GardenS Park APr H F (RDW); f!Ve Were 3t Shdl Park flVe Were at Fift y Point C A May 

White-throated Sparrow: One was at 92 Hostem Dr, Ancaster (RC), and two were at Highland Gardens Park (RDw) Apr 15 F; 40 
were a Van Wagners Ponds Apr 26 (RD); 30 were at Shell Park and 35 were at Fifty Point C.A. May 15 (RC); one was at Burloak 
Woods May 25 L (MJ); three terr. were at Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd May 31 (RD) 

White-crowned Sparrow: One was at Shell Park May 6 F (MJ); 20 were at Shell Park and 15 were at Fifty Point C A May 15 (RC)- 
one was at Mountsberg C.A. and three were at Shell Park May 22 L (RD,BC,BL,GN). ' 

Dark-eyed Junto: One was at Shell Park May 8 L (MJ). 

Bobolink: One was at Beamer C.A. Apr 27 * (GM). 

Black J” rd ; t 0ne was at Beamer C.A. Apr 2 (KM et al ); five were at Klaas Xmas Tree Farm Apr 18 (RD); two were at 
Middletown Rd & Spencer Creek Apr 20 (RD); four were at Beverly Swamp Apr 30 (RC); one was at Dundas Marsh May 5 (BW) two 
were at Highland Gardens Park May 6 and one was there May 9 L (RDw). ' ' 

Orchard Oriole: One 1st spr. m was at Brock St, Dundas May 11 * (BW); one m. was at Berry C.A. May 16 (BW); one m two f 
were at N Shore of Cootes Paradise May 21-on (RD;MS et al.)- a terr. pair were at Dundas Valley C.A. May 29 (RD et al) a terr pair 
were at King Rd below die Escarpment [HL] Jun 28 (RD). ' P 

Northern Oriole: One was at Hostein Dr, Ancaster Apr 29 * (RC). 

Purple Finch: One was at Burloak Woods Apr 10 * (MJ); one was at St. George St, Brantford Apr 27 (BL); one was at Hostein Dr 
Ancaster May 7 (RC); nine were at Shell Park May 8 (MJ); one terr. m. was on Lennon Rd S of Gore Rd Jun 23 (RD). 

Common Redpoll: The last report was of one at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Apr 26 L (RP,IS). 

Pine Siskin: Six were at Shoreacres Apr 8 and two were there May 4 (RD); eight were at Dundas Valley C.A. Apr 13 (BW); two were 
at anew Park May 8 L (MJ). v 7 

Evening Grosbeak: One was at Bronte Apr 25 F (MJ); one f. was at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek Apr 26 (DL,GL); three were at 
Beamer C.A. Apr 27 (GM); one was at Westfield Heritage Centre May 2 (BD.JSn); two were at Gardenv.ew Dr, Aldershot [HL] May 7 

i C) ’°" e / at ” lgh and Gardens Park ^ 8 (^w); one was at St. George St, Brantford May 11 (BL); one was at Burloak 
Woods May 20 (MJ); one m. was at Kingsway Dr, Burlington May 23 L (KH). 

Please send your bird records for July to December by January 10 to Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo Ont N2L 4S3 or 
pnone j Iy-ooo-0553. ’ 


HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 648-9537 


Implementing Your 

New Year’s 
Resolutions: 

Opportunities 
for You to Act 
to Protect Nature 
in 1995 

By Brian McHattie 
and Lynn Hanna-Folkes 
With all of the educational 


materials the Club has produced over 
the past two years, there is a need for 
us to get out into the community to 
share our knowledge. Many new and 
on-going environmental issues await 
HNC involvement. We must develop 
stronger partnerships with a variety of 
traditional and non-traditional 
organizations. More natural history 
information should be collected. 


The following five groups of 
ideas represent practical action items 
to continue to protect nature in the 
Hamilton area. We hope that you will 
see something that catches your 
interest. Remember, you don't have to 
have any expertise at all (we didn't 
when we started!). Moreover, we 
hope we can assist in helping to 
implement your ideas for projects! 
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1. Education - Schools and 
Community 

2. Wildlife Activities 

3. Nature Protection Campaigns 

4. Natural History Research 

5. Junior Naturalists' Club 

1. Education 

The HNC currently has slide 
presentations on: 

• What's Alive in Hamilton- 
Wentworth 

• Carolinian Forest Ecosystem 

• Schoolyard Naturalization 

• The Red Hill Creek Valley 

HNC Publications include: 

• Hamilton-Wentworth Natural 

Areas Inventory 

• Hamilton Herpetofaunal Atlas 

• Naturally Hamilton: A Guide to 
the Green Spaces of Hamilton- 
Wentworth 

• A Citizen's Guide to Protecting 
Natural Areas in Hamilton- 
Wentworth 

Education in the School System 

(a) Schoolyard Naturalization 
The HNC has already worked with a 
number of area schools to turn hard 
pavement into natural classrooms by 
involving teachers and school children 
in planting native gardens. Work 
with a school in your neighbourhood - 
who knows maybe you can inspire 
some of your neighbours will replace 
some of their geraniums with jack in 
the pulpit! 

• produce a maintenance calendar 
for the schools 

• compile a reference list of 
naturalization materials (a great 
way to learn! 


(b) Adopt a School 

Look around your neighbourhood - 
there must be a school nearby! 
Chances are that the teachers there are 
keen on the environment but do not 
feel they have the skills, tools, or time 
available to do a proper job at 
providing nature education to the 
children. You can adopt that st iiool 
and help teachers by giving slide 
presentations, sharing HNC materials, 
and being a contact person for 
questions on nature (you can draw on 
dozens of resource people in the HNC 
for answers). 

(c) Helping other educational 
organizations 

The Bay Area Restoration Council 
(BARC) currently delivers the Yellow 
Fish Road and Aquatic Nursery 
programs to area schools. W.A.T.E.R 
takes students to area waterways to 
collect water and aquatic insect 
samples to measure stream health. 
These groups could benefit through 
the help of HNC volunteers. 

Community Education 

(d) Putting slide presentations on 

video 

Putting these slide presentations on 
video with voiceover so they can be 
run without speakers from the Club. 
Additionally, we have thought of 
producing a Club promotional video. 
Footage from a variety of events 
(peregrine falcon hack in 1990, 
F.O.N. Conference in 1994) is 
available. 

(e) Working with area libraries 
We want to make sure local libraries 
have all of the HNC educational 
materials available for the general 
public. We need someone to contact 
the libraries to talk about our 


publications and to set up Club 
displays there. 

In order to preserve the outstanding 
history of the HNC for future 
generations, we would like to work 
with the Hamilton library to place 
Club Executive minutes on 
microfiche. Interested? 

(f) Workshop featuring the 
Citizens Guide to Protecting 
Natural Areas in H-W 

We would like to put on a series of 
Saturday workshops in each area 
municipality across H-W 
(Flamborough, Ancaster, Hamilton, 
Dundas, Glanbrook, Stoney Creek) to 
train citizens how to protect their 
local natural areas. We could work 
with the Conservation Authority and 
others, take participants through the 
Guide, making use of case examples 
to get them used to using maps, 
reference materials and making 
presentations to local Councils. 

(g) Wildlife Week (last week in 
March) 

• Develop a game plan on how to 
celebrate this week in H-W and 
increase awareness of wildlife 
protection 

(h) AnnualSustainableCommunity 
Day (November 1995) 

• Think about how the HNC can 
play a provocative role in this 
event - idea would be to make 
the role of nature protection 
front and centre to a functioning 
sustainable community - could 
do a workshop, display, talks, 
bus tours of H-W nature 
hotspots 

2. Fish and Wildlife Activities 
There are a number of programs and 
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ideas that will serve to better protect 
our native fish and wildlife. 

(a) Project Feederwatch - 
Everybody has a bird feeder 
these days! 

This program is ran by the Long 
Point Bird Observatory and is 
designed so local homeowners can 
monitor their feeders and report on 
the number and type of birds visiting 
throughout the winter. This 
information, gathered on a continental 
scale, can point out important 
population trends and contribute 
valuable information for bird 
conservation plans. The idea would 
be to write an article for the Spectator 
(with the help of Spec journalist, 
Mark McNeil) or local newspapers 
advertising the program and soliciting 
interest from your average Hamilton- 
Wentworthian - once they are 
involved, they will be hooked on 
natural history and nature protection 
forever! 

(b) FLAP - Fatal Light Attraction 
Project 

During migration, office towers with 
all of their lights on, each evening 
claim the lives of many migrating 
birds who are drawn like a magnet to 
the brightness. FLAP, a Toronto- 
based group has developed a project 
to educate building owners on the 
issue and to rescue birds from the 
pavements below the buildings, 
releasing birds that are only stunned. 

• Check to see if this is a problem 
in downtown Hamilton, get in 
touch with Rob Tonus of FLAP 
to get more info on the program 
and make contact with building 
owners to begin the education 
program required to get them to 


turn off their lights, at least 
dining migration (obvious energy 
savings as well, benefiting the 
environment and their 
pocketbooks). Could target 
Migratory Bird Day as kickoff for 
campaign. 

• a related issue would include 
using raptor silohouettes and 
netting on windows to stop birds 
from crashing into the glass 

(c) Watershed Report Card 
Program 

This is an idea we just found out 
about. The idea is that citizens 
working with already available 
information sources begin to produce 
maps and overlay them on top of each 
other (the old Ian McHarg approach 
from the 1970s!) providing a better 
understanding of their watershed. 
With this understanding of your local 
bioregion, stream rehabilitation 
projects can be undertaken. 

• find out more about the program, 
pick a sub-watershed in H-W as a 
pilot, invite others to participate 
(Conservation Authority, fishing 
clubs) and try the idea out. 

3. Nature Protection Campaigns 

(a) Letter writing 

Because of its high profile, the HNC 
gets asked for its assistance in a great 
many issues across the country. You 
may want to take up an issue and lead 
a Club letter writing campaign (a 
recent example is the Algoma 
Highlands forestry situation described 
in the December 1994 Wood Duck). 

(b) Twin with a non-government 
nature protection organization 
in another country - Think 


Globally, Act Locally! 

Wouldn’t it be great to link with an 
nature protection organization in 
Central or South America and offer 
them assistance (financial, technical) 
so that migratory birds, like common 
terns and warblers, are assisted at 
both their summer and winter homes? 
HNC dollars and technical expertise 
would go a long way in many of 
these countries! 

• follow up on information we 
gathered in 1992 to twin with a 
group in Punta Rasa, Argentina 
(through the Western 
Hemispheric Shorebird Reserve 
Network) 

4. Natural History Research 

(a) McMaster University liaison 
The Club would like to establish a 
closer working relationship with 
McMaster so that undergraduate and 
graduate students can begin to focus 
their thesis work on H-W natural 
areas issues 

• an initial meeting has been set up 
to discuss possibilities with Brad 
White, Mac Chair of Biology 

• investigate possibilities within the 
Club to offer part scholarships to 
MAC students working on H-W 
natural area research 

(b) Adopt an ESA 

You may want to adopt one of H-W's 
environmentally significant areas to 
conduct your own research within 
(inventories, conduct monitoring of 
wildlife populations, collect nest 
records). Use the HNC Natural Areas 
Inventory as a start and build upon 
the information contained in the NAI 
database for that ESA. Monitor 
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linking corridors between ESAs, do 
they function? what species use them? 
Take your time and learn about your 
bio-region. 

(c) Botanical Inventory of Spooky 
Hollow Club Sanctuary 
Recently the Club, purchased an 
additional 90 acres to add to our 
sanctuary near Normandale. The 
Plant Study Group is leading an effort 
to describe the botanical community 
and publish a report on the biotic 
contents of Spooky Hollow. 

• visit the site and help inventory 
the plants of one of Canada's 
pre-eminent Carolinian forests 

5. Junior Naturalists' 

A great opportunity to build the 
resume to get into Teacher's College! 
The Club's Junior Naturalists' group 
needs more leaders so they can 
expand their program. 

• volunteer as a leader in training 
at the monthly meetings (last 
Saturday in month at RBG 
Nature Centre) 

• help arrange the program 

For more information call Brian 
McHattie 905-627-3499 or Lyn 
Hanna-Folkes 905-649-1945 


Nature is often hidden; sometimes 
overcome; seldom extinguished, 

Francis Bacon 1561-1626 


Our 75th Anniversary 
Celebration 

By Jean Stollard 

Nineteen Ninety-four marked the 
75th Anniversary of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club. Throughout the 
year our club celebrated this 
milestone with special sweatshirts 
decorated with an original Barry 
Cherriere picture, pins and, in May, 
hosted the FON Annual Conference. 
At the December Club meeting, we 
finished this special year by 
honouring our Past-Presidents, 
followed by a wine and cheese party. 

The 75th Anniversary committee, 
consisting of Betty Blashill, Wolfgang 
Luff, Doug McCallum, Don McLean, 
Roslynne Price, Doris Rundle, Jean 
Stollard, and headed by John Struger, 
worked hard arranging this final 
event. However, as the hour of the 
meeting approached, there were many 
unanswered questions. Our main 
speaker, Lyn Hanna-folkes, had to 
withdraw because of illness. Would 
Brian McHattie get the message in 
time that he was replacing her? 
Would our President, Marg Walton, 
get back from Florida in time for the 
meeting? The RBG had booked 
another meeting for the same time - 
would there be enough room for 
everyone? Could anything else go 
wrong? Yes, it could. In the rush to 
get to the RBG to help set up, Don 
and Betty left the special Past 
President name-tags at home. Would 
Don get back to the meeting with 
them in time? We were 


understandably nervous. 

As the meeting started, everything 
fell into place. Marg opened the 
meeting as planned and Brian, who 
got the message at 4:30 that 
afternoon, gave an excellent speech, 
complete with slides, on the history of 
the club and its future. Brian observed 
that from its beginning, when it was 
known as the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society, the HNC has 
always been involved in the 
conservation of the natural 
environment. In 1929, the H.B.P.S. 
was instrumental in the protection of 
Cootes Paradise. Over the years, the 
HNC played an important role in the 
completion of many nature related 
projects. The HNC is involved with 
seven government agencies and 

Club's achievements 

many and varied 

helped found the Nature Walkathon. 
The establishment of our own nature 
sanctuaries, donations of funds for 
land acquisition by conservation 
authorities, the undertaking and 
publication of major studies such as 
the Natural Areas Inventory and the 
Herp Atlas as well as the Naturally 
Hamilton brochure and the Citizen's 
Guide to Action are just some of the 
achievements our club has made in 
recent years. The future of the Club 
looks bright, with the focus for the 
next ten years on helping to educate 
the community in the importance of 
conserving the green spaces in our 
region. 
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Doug McCallum came to the podium 
next. He presented the club with a 
plaque, inscribed with the names of 
the Presidents, in dedication to the 
memory of his aunt, Ruby Mills, who 
was the first recording secretary of 
the Club in its inaugural year, 1919, 
Marg received the gavel, originally 
presented to the Hamilton Bird 
Protection Society in 1927 by the 
Hamilton Anglers Club. Doug then 
introduced the Past Presidents. As 
they came to the front of the room, he 
gave a brief synopsis of the highlights 
of their tenure as President. 


Of the 30 Presidents the Club has 
had since its beginning, 16 Past 
Presidents were present at the meeting 
(Bob Westmore sent his regrets). 
They were: 


Mr. Jack E. H. Martin 
Mr. Robert O. Elstone 

Mrs. Marion Shivas 

Mr. John Miles 

Mr. Robert Challis 
Dr. Edward Dinniwell 
Dr. Chauncey Wood 
Mr. James Dowell 
Mr. Robert Curry 
Miss Hazel Broker 
Mr. Norm Ralston 
Mr. Bruce Duncan 
Mr. Bruce MacKenzie 
Mr. Bill Randall 
Mr. Doug McCallum 
Mr. John Struger 


1947-48 
1950-5 2, 
1956-60 
196 1-64, 
1974-77 
1 965-6 7, 

1968- 69 
1967-68 

1969- 71 
1971-74 

1977- 78 

1978- 80 
1980-82 
1982-84 
1984-86 
1986-89 

1989- 90 

1990- 92 
1992-94 


The Past Presidents each banged 
the gavel, signed the Gray Owl, 
cherry wood paddle, provided by Paul 
Charlebois, were photographed by 
Alan Ernst and led from the meeting 
room by our very own piper, John 
Hannah. Serious partying then began 
and a good time was had by all. 

The main lobby held tables of 
wine, cheese, veggie and fruit trays 
provided by the Club, and the 

Success of the HNC is 
due to the good will of 
its members and their 
ability to work together 
in a common cause 


Christmas goodies that are tradionally 
brought to the December meeting by 
our members. In another room, tables 
containing Club displays and articles 
were set up and Alan Ernst had 
arranged a small exhibit and sale of 
his remarkable photographs. 

The 75th Anniversary committee 
would like to thank the following for 
volunteering to help at the meeting to 
ensure that the tables were set up with 
food, that members got their door- 
prize tickets, and that the membership 
and conservation tables were manned. 
Many thanks to: Don Babb, Andy 
and Vi Chemook, Alan Ernst, John 
Hannah, Shirley Klement, Norm and 
Mary Pomfret, April Severin, and Jim 
Stollard. John Hannah, our piper, is a 
new Club member who also 
volunteers on the Conservation 
Committee and at the Nature Centre. 
He has been playing the pipes for 18 


months at the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch, #163 on Hamilton Mountain. 
The Committee would also like to 
thank Rob Dobos who drew the 
tickets for the door prizes; Brian 
Burgon who made and donated a bird 
house; Chapman Books who donated 
stationary; the Bruce Trail Association 
for donating a calendar; the Club 
executive who donated sweatshirts, a 
Herp Atlas and Poinsettias; all for 
door prizes. 

Approximately 150 member 
attended this event, including some 
who had moved away but returned for 
this special meeting. To name only 
two, Jack Martin came from Ottawa 
and Edith Kamerman made the trip 
from South Hampton to be here. Mrs. 
Kamerman has been a member of the 
HNC for 50 years. Although she has 
been unable to attend regular 
meetings for years, she declared that 
she felt quite at home being here and 

Club members have fun 
sharing knowledge of 
natural world 

told John Struger how pleased she 
was that the current members of the 
Club are as committed to the 
protection of the environment as they 
were when she was an active member. 

The success of the HNC is due, in 
no small part, to the good will that 
exists among its members. Club 
members work well together on a 
wide variety of projects, all with the 
common goal of protecting the 
environment. Along the way, they 
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enjoy each others company and have 
fun while learning more about nature 
and passing along that knowledge to 
whomever desires to learn. For 75 
years, their commitment to the idea 
that each of us can make a difference 
to the quality of the natural world that 
sustains us, has made the HNC a 
strong and powerful protector of the 
environment; only continued 
dedication will preserve our 
community into the next century. $ 



Jr. Nats 

Jr. Nats membership has been 
reduced to $15 for the first child and 
$10 for each additional child until the 
end of the year. Get six monthly 


meetings where your children learn 
about nature and have fun doing it. 
Outings led by members of the Club 
in conjunction with the RBG. Join 
now! Call Roslynne Price 681-2276 


Restoring 
Peregrine Falcon 
Populations 

in Hamilton-Wentworth 
Phase II: Installing Artificial 
Nest Boxes 

By Brian McHattie 
Peregrine falcons, an endangered 
species, are top predators which have 
been clocked at over 200 km/h when 
in an attack flight, or stoop. They 
feed on aquatic and terrestrial birds 
and formerly bred on cliffs around the 
Great Lakes. Numbers of Peregrines 
plummeted with the advent of 
pesticides such as DDT in the 1950s- 
60s which resulted in eggshell 
thinning and the breakage of eggs 
before hatching. Since DDT was 
banned in Canada in the early 1970s, 
harmful residue levels have dropped 
dramatically in the Great Lakes basin 
ecosystem, You may remember that 
the Club was involved in the 
successful hacking of six young 
Peregrine falcons from the top of 
Mohawk College in the summer of 
1989. Although several of these birds 
have subsequently been killed, the 
others have not come back to our area 
to nest. The Canadian Wildlife 
Service (CWS) believes the reason 
that these magnificent raptors have 
not returned to this area may be 
largely due to a shortage of suitable 


natural nesting sites because of human 
encroachment and habitat loss. 

A two year project initiated by 
CWS and the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources (OMNR) to install 
artificial nesting boxes across the 
Great Lakes offers HNC volunteers 
with another hands-on opportunity to 
help. Installation of such nesting 
boxes on tall buildings in the United 
States has proven very successful. 
CWS and OMNR are providing staff 
support, technical assistance, and one 
nesting box for the Hamilton area. 
Canada Trust has expressed interest in 
the project and may be a source of 
funds for additional boxes. CWS is 
asking Club members to help decide 
upon good sites for nest boxes (an 
area with a good supply of prey birds, 
sheltered from prevailing rain and 
wind storms, near good perching sites 
with a clear view of the nest - 
examples are ledges of tall buildings, 
catwalks of TV towers/bridges, 
smokestacks), and to build and install 
nesting boxes. 

For more information, please 
contact Brian McHattie at 905-627- 
3499. 

i- 

i 

It is with sadness that the Club says 
goodbye to long time member and 
our unofficial photographer, Alan 
Emst, who, with his family, is 
moving back to Switzerland in the 
new year. Alan has contributed his 
time and his talents to the Club over 
the years and he will be greatly 
missed. We wish him and his family 
well in their new life and we hope 
they will come back to visit as often 
as they can. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, January 9, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Cuba Birding Adventure 

George Pond 


Monday, February 13, 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Medicinal Plants 

Keith Stelling 


Monday, January 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature: 
— Lois Evans - Birds of Venezuela 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Thursday, January 26, 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

_ Dr. Pat Chow-Fraser on Cootes 
Paradise Planting Project. 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 

April Severin 577-9277 


Monday January 23, 7:30 p.m. 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasberry House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with us! This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
realating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas. An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 

- Pat Cameron from St. Joachim School 
on School Naturalization Projects 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday January 1 10:00 a.m. 

New Year's Walk in the Valley 
This year we will explore the new 
Escarpment Rail Trail running from 
Limeridge Road to Wentworth Street. 
Meet at Bemie Arbour parking lot, comer 
of Limeridge and Upper Kenilworth. 
Leaders: Don McLean 664-8796 
John Struger 547-5116 

Sunday January 8 

Winter Duck Count 
This is pari of a Lake-wide waterfowl 
census on Lake Ontario. Our area covers 
from Bronte Harbour to Fifty Point. 
Confirm your participation with George. 
Compiler: George Naylor 575-9016 

Sunday February 12 9:30 a.m. 

Winter Wildlife 

Join our search for the winter 
inhabitants of our area. Meet at 
Cherry Hill Gate on Plains Road West 
in Burlington. 

Leader: Brian Wylie 627-4601 


The December WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm Pomfret 
Norm Ralston 
Doris Rundle 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 

Thanks everyone! 




The Hamilton Naturalists' Club promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of our natural 
heritage. Meetings are held monthly from September to May inclusive and visitors are always welcome. 

Outdoor field events are scheduled for every month and a complete listing for the entire season may be obtained 
from the Membership Director, The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered charitable organization and all 
donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

1994-95 Membership Fees: 


Life Member.$350.00 

Active Member.20.00 

Active Senior Member.17.00 

Joint Members.30.00 

Joint Senior Members.25.00 

Family Membership.35.00 

Student Member.10.00 

Corresponding Member.15.00 

Junior Nats.30.00 

Junior Nate-each additional child.20.00 

Honorary Life Member.None 


H N C BOARD OF DIRECTORS 1994-95 


Past President: 


Conservation: 



John Struger 

547-5116 

Brian McHattie 


627-3499 

President: 


Sanctuary: 



Margaret Walton 

627-7361 

John Fischer 

Days 

336-4961 




Eves 

643-3837 

w?-President: 


Education: 



Brian Burgon 

648-6153 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 


648-1945 

Secretary: 


Program: 



Lina Radziunas 

765-8980 

Paul Charlebois 


634-5541 

Treasurer: 


Field Events: 



Betty Blashill 

664-8796 

Brian Wylie 


627-4601 

Membership: 


Publicity and Jr. Naturalists: 

Wolfgang Luft 

681-2276 

Roslynne Price 


681-2276 

Wood Duck Editor: 


Social: 



Jean Stollard 

634-3538 

Doris Rundle 


561-8333 


THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer 
members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May inclusive and 
it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication are most welcome and should be addressed to the Editor: Jean Stollard, 457-7 
Woodview Road., Burlington ON L7N 2Z9. Articles word processed on computer disk in IBM format while 
appreciated, are not necessary. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month preceding publication 
date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines must be included. Articles in the WOOD 
DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave., Waterloo, ON N2S 4L3 
The WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper. 














